


- Jane Iredale 
Body Treatments 

Tinting 8 Shaping 

Olvwn s ~ i n c . ~  Lash Perming 

: Manicures 

JESSICA Waxing 

To make an appointment call us on 
01224 735000 

With AlLEEN ADAM 

Classes at Milltimber Community Centre 
Thursday Evenings at 7.3Opm 
Incllgarth Community Centre 

Mondays & Wednesdays at 6p1n 
hlen and Women - All Ages Welcome 

Call 01224 867204 

Try it! 1rnproi.e your Iiealtli/fi tness! FLIII!! 

take drivers to d o  this. He thought it 
w o u l d  take  a b o u t  8 minutes .  H e  
questioned why people would use these 
roads as they were so narrow or had such 
poor surfaces - and so little time would 
be saved.) 

At  the  mee t ing  o n  9 th  January,  M r  
Edmund said he could not accept that rat 
runs would develop. Mr Murray added 
that, as the authority responsible for non- 
tmnk roads,Aberdeen City Council could 
block off some of these minor roads to 
stop rat runs. (The AWPR is intended to 
allow extra traffic movement not close off 
existing roads.) Both said the junction of 
Culter House Road onto the Milltimber 
Brae Junction Overbridge was necessary 
to all people to access their homes in the 
area because they were blocking off the 
eas t  s i d e  o f  C u l t e r  H o u s e  R o a d ,  
presumably to save money in building a 
bridge to carry Culter House Road over 
the AWPR. 

(They did not seem concerned that this 
j u n c t i o n  d e s i g n  would  e n c o u r a g e  
d e v e l o p e r s  to  p ress  harder  f o r  
development in Culter House Road where 
there are wildlife sites. If they succeeded. 
this could set an unwelco~ne precedent for 
developrnent all along the whole of the 
AWPR. 

When pressed. neither Mr Murray nor Mr  
Edmund knew the accuracy of limitations 
of the traffic computer model they were 
using. They said it was the only one 
allowed by the Scottish Executive so it  
must be 'acceptable' ). They also admitted 
that other design options for the junction 
had never been tested on the model to see 
if their final design choice was the best 
possible.(The consultant engineers at the 
Waterwheel  c o i ~ l d  not answer  these 
questions either.) 

All in all, a less than helpful meeting (and 
exhibition), in direct contrast with our 
dealings with the City Planners over the 
Local Plan and the weekly application 
lists. At this time, members of C C C  
Roads Sub-group are writing our concerns 
and objections to the Scottish Executive 
over the design of the junction and its 
likely effects on Culter but supporting our 
need for the AWPR to stop the HGVs 
trundling through Culter day and night. 

Lavina C Massie 
Clirtirrrrnn 

PLANNING 
Weekly Lists 
Having had so much time devoted to the 
A W P R ,  the m e m b e r s  of  C C C  were  
pleased to find there were no contentious 
applications to deal with since I last wrote. 

We did have a very useful meeting with 
the Chair and others from the Mill Club 
and were shown their plans for renovation 
of  the C l u b  H o u s e .  We w e r e  very 
impressed with these and the fact that 
tennis courts will be considered in Phase 
2 of  their development .  I therefore 
formally withdrew our objections to their 
planning application for 3 one-and-a-half 
storey houses on Cairn Road. I have just 
received notice that outline planning 
permission has bccn granted. 

Local Plan - Public Inquiry (PLI) 
M y  last visit to the Public Local Inquiry 
at the Waterwheel at the end of November 
was to present CCC's case for having a 
business park in Culter. The Reporter, 
who is the judge on a11 the objections 
made to the Local Plan, made it clear that 
under the Planning Act, he could only 
make recommendations on whether or not 
the Malcolm Road site was suitable (or  
not! for a small business park. The other 
sites we had disci~sscd with Aberdeen City 
Council Planners could only be used as  
illustrations of other sites investigated and 
the difficulties of finding a suitable site 
in Culter. 

Mr  Donald Coutts. a consultant Town 
Planner. representing the 57 objec~ors .  
who lived near the Malco l~n  Road site, 
accused CCC of being i ~ ~ e s p o n s i b l c  in 
defending a business park on Malcolm 
R o a d  w h e n  they  had presen ted  n o  
evidence that there was any business 
interest for such a site. I replied that it 
was purely because there was business 
interest in Culter that we had decided to 
defend the case. In fact, four different 
business projects had been discussed in 
detail. BUT IN CONFIDENCE,  with 
CCC. but in each case developers had put 
in the highest bids for the sites concerned. 
I did no1 feel that CCC had the right to 
break that confidentiality. 

O n  the  o t h e r  p ro jcc t  w h e r e  M r  
M a c D o ~ ~ a l d  of Culter Cars had discussed 
plans for upgrading and expanding his 
premises and business ,  h e  saw it as 
another business opporti~nity to offer his 



Culter Bo Peeps 
and Toddlers, 

Culter Village Hall, 
9.30am - 11.30am. 

Monday: Bo Peeps 1-3 yrs 
(free play, songs, arts B crafts) 

Tuesday €3 Friday: 
Toddlers 0-3 yrs 

(free play B songs) 

Call Pamela on 07743 526 301 
or just pop  in 

and join in the fun. 

field at  the west  end of Cul ter for * The field on Pittengullies Brae: 
consideration as a business park. He was * The fields between Camphill arid the 
also agreeable to making this public. old Railway Line: 

* And the lone field at the bottom of 
Despite Mr Coutts badgering, I refused Pittengullies Brae along the banks of the 
to give the names of the businessmen or Dee; 
details of their projects, insisting I had to ;': Between the railway line and Lovers' 
maintain the integrity of the community Walk. 
council and the trust of any businessman 
who approached us now or in the future. Lavina C Massie 

Plar~tlirlg Lirrisor~ 
Mr Coutts then insisted that the members 
of CCC were irresponsible to put plans 

PETERCULTER of four men above the wishes of the 
residents of CuIter who did not want a MEDICAL 
business park. 1 replied that this was not 

*ome @ 

&&@" 6 
21 5 North Deeside Road 3 

CI 
Pcterrul tcr cs- 

733303 

Carole Craigmile BSc, DPodM, MChS 
Stiitc R ~ ~ , y i s t ~ ~ r i ~ l  C l ~ i r i ~ ~ ~ o d ~ s t l l ' c ~ t i ~ a t r ~ ~ t  

Biornecha~~ics Orthotics 
Gait Analysis Sports Injuries 
Na11 Surgery & Routme Care 

Gift Vouchers avn~lablc fur all Therapies 

the way we had to balance the benefits PRACTICE 
that businesses would bring to the 
community against the wishes of those IN our "affline-UP Mrs Audrey Varrall 

who would be living close to any has settled in well as new receptionist. 

business park, ln  this we were following having previously worked in a city centre 

Aim 6 of the Structure Plan: practice. Our GP registrar Dr Chin is 

' s a t i s fy  the needs of a progressing well through her various 

economy and viable community tasks in her training year and her a c t ~ ~ a l  

individual wants.' exams will commence 
in May. 

At the Repor ter ' s  insistence.  the 
discussion then moved on to discuss The  usual range of 

* the amount and type of traffic on sea"nalbugs 

Malcolm Road; viruses of various 
* the lack of proper pavements: sorts) has been doing 
* the safety of people walking - the  rounds  again .  

particularly children: Nursery and school 
* the distance to the nearest bus stop; tend to be 

* the poor junction of the Shoddy Road more 

with Malcolm Road; affected due to their more inexperienced 

* and the dangerous junction between immune sys tems and the genera l  

~ ~ l ~ ~ l ~  ~~~d and ~~~~h  id^ ~ ~ ~ d ,  'sharing' of bugs that happens in all such 
close groups. A most unpleasant flu-like 

~ , ~ ~ l l ~  I should point out that, should a (asopposed to actual intluenza) virus has 

business park be permitted, it  would then been the predominant infection in both 

be the  d u t y  of ccc to ensu re  al l  adultsand children over the winter so 
for screening park and far. with symptoms sometimes persisting 

safety were put  i n  place and for a few weeks. Fortunately there is a 
good select ion of anti-fever.  

with. deconges tant  and cough reducing 
medicines available to soothe our 

we now symptoms while the body fights off the 
have to  bug. Of course, rest and plenty fluids 
, , i also help with recuperation. People who 

a 1 exercise regularly should avoid 

months for strenuous training until after recovery. 

t h e  
R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~  recommen~ations, not only on Which brings me to the question: 'What 

[he business park. but also on all the bids isyour favourite cold cure?' A wander 

to have housing built down the aisle in the supermarket or local 

* On Malcolm Road; pharmacy reveals  a massive and 

* In Rob Roy Caravan Park; bewildering selection. 

* In the woods at the junction of Malcolm * P"acet"O1 Or ibuprofen? 

Road and Bucklerburn Road; * Menthol or eucalyptus? 

* Bride's Ward: 

3 



QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST 

Mrs. YVONNE THOMSON 
R.l.S.S.C.11.. Rl.U.C.I1..4.. H.I?C. (Keg.d) 

Surgery at: 
10 Crimon Place, Aberdeen 

Tel. 01224 639379 
I lo~ne \'isits K!. .\ppointmcnl 

NO O N E  IS T O O  O L D  
O R  T O O  STIFF T O  7 D O  ... 

YOGA 
SO START N O W !  

D r u  Yoga is f l ow ing  a n d  gentle, 
yet power fu l  

St. Peters Heritage Hall, 
Peterculter 

'Thursdays: 7.30 - 9pm 
Call Fiona 01 569 763836 

:': Phenylephrine or pseudoephedrine? 
'I: Caffeine or not? 
* Lemon, honey or blackcurrant? 
*: Throat sweets or syrups'? 
" Hot comforting drinks from sachets or 
:'' Ready-for-action colourful capsules'? 
T h a t  cough  - is  it irritating. d ry  o r  
productive? And what was that one that 
was advertised on TV last week which 
macle a poor man's bright red congested 
nose tit would be a man wouldn ' t  it 
ladies?) fade and shrink to normal within 
seconds?! Perhaps the fact that there are 
so many different varieties should tell us 
something .... They are usually very 
effective in combating the unpleasant 
symptoms, but get to know the one that 
suits you best. In any case. as an old 
physician taught us. as innocent medical 
students many years back. 'These cold 
cures  are  designed partly to keep us 
amused and comforted while our bodies 
d o  the rest' which I think is why this 
particular wise old doctor recommended 
the 'hot toddy' above all else! 

Best I V ~ S I I ~ S  
Dr Douglas Harris 

PETERCULTER 
PARISH CHURCH 

etf $ rst THERE will be  a ser ies  of  Sunday  
evening discussion times over the next 

SPECIALIST FOOT CARE I few weeks organised among ourselves, 
Cults Parish Church and St Devenick's. 

Medical pedicures including 
the treatment of 

Hard It dry Skin 
Corns 

Nail conditions 
Thick or overgrown nails 

Athletes foot 
Verrucas 

Heel to toe conditioning, 
Home or Office visits by appointment 

Julie Lillie MCFHP, MAFHP 

Tel: 0781 1 206 326 

Bieldside. Each evening will begin with 
a pot luck supper at 6 p n ~ .  followed by a 
guest speaker and discussion time. 
The programme is as follows: 

February 25th - Designer Weans With 
David Atkinson in Peterculter Parish 
Church 
lMarch 18th - Cross or Flag? With Canon 
Kenyon Wright in St Devenick's Church 
April 29th - Is God Straight? With Steve 
Mallon in The Hub at Cults Parish Church 
M a y  2 7 t h  - G o d  B l e s s  t h e  B o m b ?  
Peterculter Parish Church 
June 24th - Send in the Clowns ... With 
your local ministers! in St  Devenick's 
Church 

We will also continue to run our own 
series of meetings for those interested in 
exploring Christianity. These are open 
to everyone in the community, not just 
church members rind start at 7.30 pm 

ending around 9 pm.  T h e  next two 
courses are as follow<: 

COURSE 4 MODERN CHRISTIAN 
WRITERS AND THINKERS 
An explorat ion of radical ,  inspir ing 
writers. looking at their lives and their 
writings 
February 8th: Karen Armstrong 
February 15th: Richard Holloway 
February 22nd: Jim Wallis 
March 1 st: Sheila Cassidy 

C O U R S E  5 P L A C E S  O F  
PILGRlMAGE 
People have travelled to holy and special 
pl:ices s ince  the  ea r ly  y e a r s  o f  the  
Christian Church. This course explores 
the background to some of these well 
known places of pilgrimage. 
March 7th: lona 
March 14th: Lourdes 
March 2 1 st: Santiago d e  Compostela, 
Spain 
March 28th Canterbury 

On Saturday April 21st at 7 pm we will 
be hosting a concert by the Glasgow 
Phoenix Choir. The world famous choir 
has performed in many countries and we 
are delighted that they are able to come 
to us for what should be an inspirational 
evening. Tickets are expected to be in 
high demand, so please book early. They 
are available froni the church office, 
phone 735845. or at church on a Sunday 
morning, priced £8. (£5 for children). 

Carpet Bowls has started up again and 
takes place every Friday, either in the 
afternoon from 2pm to 4pm or in the 
evenings froni 7 p m  to 9 p m .  All are 
welcome; the cost is just £ I .  

We continue to have monthly lunches o n  
the first Wednesday of every month, open 
to EVERYONE in the village. A two- 
course lunch is offered for £3. 

Our halls and the church are still available 
for hire at \ome points d u r ~ n g  the weeh 
during day tlme. 

At Easter. we will be holding a Family 
S e n i c e  on Palm Sunday which this year 
wil l  b e  o n  Apr i l  1s t .  We wil l  b e  
processing to the church behind a donkey. 
Holy Week services  take place from 
M o n d a y  2 n d  - F r i d a y  6 t h t h  i n  S t  
Devenick's Church at 7pm. We will have 



a short outdoor service in the f~e ld  beclde 
the Heritage Centre on Easter morning, 
April 8th at 9.15am. This w ~ l l  be 
followed by egg rolling for children and 
breakfast in the Heritage Hall. Our Easter 
Day service of celebration take5 place In 
the church at 10.30.m. 

Full details about all our activities are on 
our web site at www.cuIterkirk.co.uk 

John Ferguson 

CULTER GALA 2007 

competitions (involving maybe tennis, 
golf, football, etc) over a number of weeks 
and that eventually would reveal an 
overall winner. These mini tournaments 
will be a 
great way to 
involve the 
o l d e r  
children in a ,::... 

.:;::.i:.;;, 
Gala activity . ..~., ... '~.. 
as well as .,.' 

encouraging 
them to maybe try a new sport. To get 
this event underway we need lots of help 
from either community groups or ~- - 

individuals who are involved in sport and 
THE date for this year's Culter Gala is can offer their expel-rise, Offers of venues 
Saturday 26th May 2007, but there is where these events  can be held. and 
much organisation to do before the big equipment. wi l l  also be appreciated, 
day. Ideally a sub-committee will be formed 

to organise such an event if we have 
Our first Gala meeting of the year will enough volLll,teers, If you can help in  
have taken place On 31 st lanuary and anyway please contact eitherAllan Pennie 

we have managed find (on 01 330 822322) or Jan (732508). 
more people willing to help and organise 
this annual event. We are in need of new 
committee members to keep the Gala 
running and without more volunteers the 
Culter Gala will certainly fold. Steve 
Davidson stood down from his Gala 
duties last year and his input will be 
greatly missed. Our current co-ordinator 
and secretary (Jan and Claire) would also 
like to find someone to take over their 
roles, due to other commitments - 

although both are happy to stay on the 
committee. If you have some spare time, 
and would like to get involved with 
organising the Culter Gala please get in 
touch. We are of various ages. some 
involved with local groups and some are 
not. We meet usually once a month, but 
twice as Gala approaches, we are a 
friendly team of people so please don't 
be put off - it can be good fun as well as 
challenging. 

At present. we do intend to run all our 
usual Gala week activities, including a 
Gala Race Night scheduled for Saturday 
12th May at Culter Village Hall. Please 
put this on your calendar and look out for 
tickets. We need your support to this great 
night out. 

On another note, Allan Pennie (Gala 
Committee and Heritage Centre) has a 
great idea that he would like to see up 
and running as a Gala event this year. 
Allan would like to find Culter's Young 
Sportsperson by running various sporting 

We hope that both the community and 
local businesses once again support the 
annual Culter Gala. If you have any 
suggestions, comments. or would like to 
organise an event, we would be very glad 
to hear from you. 

Jan Murphy 

PLAYGROUP NEWS 

HAPPY New Year to all from Culter 
Playgroup! The children are finally 
beginning to  calm down after the 
excitement of Christmas (although my 
eldest is alrcady contemplating Easter 
eggs...), with Playgroup having been very 
much part of the fun and games. Our 
Christmas Fayre was a great success, so 
thank-you to everyone in the community 
who supported us. We had some great 
stalls this year. and a fantastic total of 
£1,807.00 was raised. This will all go 
towards ensuring the Playgroup continues 
to provide a first-rate environment for our 
kids. 

The children's Nativity playlchristmas 
show saw a packed house being wowed 
by such hits as 'LittleDonkey'and 'We're 
Busy Building a Snowman' .  the 
professionalisn~ of its cast being nlaired 
only by the occasional request for a toilet 
break. Amuch hoped-for visit from Father 

Dog Walking tt Pet Sitting Service 

If your Pet IS a V.1 P to you - 
[hey are a V 1.P to me too! 

Telephone 01 224 7341 39 or 
07875542284  

BOB WATT 
P a ~ n t e r  & Decorator 

Telephone.  
(01 224) 826401 

M o b ~ l e :  
07759 469947 

LADY FRiDAY 
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JAMES SIKINNER 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

FOR ALL YOUR JOBS ROUND 
THE HOME, GARDEN OR GARAGE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Te101224 133945 
18 TOWERVIEW VVYND 

PETERCULTER 
Mobile 0782 1693303 
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Craigton Lodge Nursery School 

,--. 1 

'%' 
ChMcen aged 0-5years 

Large garden for outdoor play 
Un~que f a c ~ l ~ t ~ e s  for  0-3 years 
Partly funded places available 

f o r  3 & 4 year  olds. 

8 t o  6 Mon - Fri 
5/7 Craigton Cres . , Peterculter. 

Telephone 01224  - 733980 

IT'S GURIAINS FOR YOU 

1 111 3 SCOTT 
SKINNER 
SQUARE 

BANCHORY 

TEL:01330 824925 

BEAUTIFUL AND UNUSUAL FABRICS 
I N  STOCK. 

ALSO 
LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
CUSHIONS AND 

TIE-BACKS. 

ON SITE WORKROOM. 
www.itscurtainsforyou.co.uk 

'E$ 

Hir 
Peterculter 

am 
99 Nor th  Deeside Road 

~ b e r d e e n s h i r e  AB14 ORR 
Tel: (01224) 732192 

Christma\ with pre\ents rounded off the 
entertainment. 

The New Year has brought several new 
families to Playgroup, and we hope the 
children settle in well, and really enjoy 
their time with 11s. This week has seen 
Playleader Sheena Souter's very welcome 
return following an illness. Everyone is 
thrilled to have her back with us, and we 
wish her continued good health. 

We would like to extend an invitation to 
the con~munity for our next fundraising 
event; which is to be a Western Night. 
organized by Nadine Taylor. It will take 
place on Saturday 23 February, at 7.30pm, 
in  Culter Mill Club (Cairn Road). Tickets 
are priced at £6.00, and are available from 
Nadine (tel. 732230) or Playgroup. 
Proceeds will go towards both Culter and 
Milltimber Playgroups. So do dig out that 
Stetson and come along tor an evening of 
Western-therned fun! 

Finally, if any families would like to apply 
for a place for their child at Playgroup 
for the session beginning after summer, 
feel free to pop in for a form and a chat 
with Jane, Sheila or Sheena at the 
Playgroup (back of the Village Hall), or 
telephone on 733289. Be warned: if 
calling in person. you may be obliged to 
build a sandcastle or create a masterpiece 
out of glue and glitter before being 
allowed to escape ... . 

With best wishes for 2007 

Clare Stewart 
S~,crctaty to tile Plo~group Cornmitter 
On h e l r ~ ~ ~ c f  C u l f ~ r  Playgroup 

To help do this. the Detachment has 
welcon~ed a second adult instructor, PI 
Craig Jeffrey. PI Jeffrey is a former cadet 
Colour Sergeant with a good. solid cadet 
career, which includes the very impressive 
accolade of a Frimley Park Master Cadet 
Certificate. 

Sgt Mike Stuart is delighted to have 
received his second Instructor. and is 
positive that, with his and PI Jeffrey's 
experiences within the Cadet Force. the 
Detachment can look forward to a 
successful year. 

The Detachment is currently looking to 
recruit new rnen~bers through its doors. 
There are many exciting opportunities, to 
which we can look forward, including 
popular scherlles such as the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, Sports events. Music 
and - of course - the fun aspect of Army 
based Training. 

If you are interested in joining and are 
aged between 12 and 1 X, come along to 
the Detachment Hut at 1900hrs (7pm) on 
any Thursday night. The Hut is based at 
Bush Camp, next to the Council Depot. 

CULTER 50+ 
WALKING GROUP 

AT THE end of last year we enjoyed our 
walks at Kernnay and Denside of Durris 
but heavy rain persuaded the group to 
abandon the Girdleness walk in favour of 
a more sheltered walk at Crathes. Then i t  
was Christmas lunch at The Mill Inn early 
in December - a very happy occasion with 
delicious food and good company, which 
included many of 
our past 

ARMY CADET members. 
A h  

FORCE As usual, our first 
date in January 

AS WE enter 2007, the members of the was taken up with 
Peterculter Army Cadet Force would p lann ing  o u r  
firstly like to thank all those who helped for 2007 
the detachment to settle in to the 
Community during 2006. The year was a 
success in terms of building the 
foundations of a solid Platoon, and in 
introducing the cadets to the Culter Gala 
and Remembrance Day Parade. 

In 2007. the detachment will be looking 
to build on this success and get even more 
involved in events within Peterculter. 

over a hot cuppie 
and homebakes. Our immediate walks 
this year are 
* Dunnottar woods at Stonehaven, 
;k Seaton in Aberdeen and 
* Glentannar. 
While looking forward to many of our 
fuvourite walk? as the year progresses. we 
are very pleased to have some new 



suggestions and plan to go further afield, 
namely to Duff House in June and 
Caterthuns in Angus in August. 

Again, since the last Courier, we have 
been delighted to welcorne new members 
and. if anyone would l ~ k e  more 
information about our group, please 
contact our secretary/treasure. Kate 
Thom4cln (phone no. 0 1330 8 1 1275). 

Ethel Taylor 

CAIVIPHILL RUDOLF 
STEINER SCHOOLS 

NEWS 

IT IS bitterly cold o~~ t s ide  and yet we are 
thinking of Spring; yes planning ha4 
begun for our Spring Fayre which will 
take place on Camphill Estate on Sunday 
25th March from 2-5pm. A warm 
welcome awaits you and I hope it is 
something for you to look forward to. 

When we look back, we can bathe in the 
warmth of Advent. Very special was the 
Advent Garden which was graced by a 
large number of young children, many of 
whom were the brothers and sisters of 
some of our pupils while others were the 
sons and daughters of friends of ours. I t  
was in some ways a larger community 
event where Camphill linked with the 
locality. It was lovely to see our guests 
mix in with those children with special 
needs and it was often difficult to see who 
was leading whom into the garden. And 
then there was the moment when the 
adults could enter and so many chose to 
do so. 

The Advent Garden is a simple humble 
celebration made with moss or greenery, 
apples and candles and yet as we walk 
the spiral to the centre it may profoundly 
remind us of the innocent child within and 
the eternal light that can shine from each 
one into the world around us. I n  some 
Camphill Communities, this has become 
an 'open occasion' with the event being 
held not on one of the estates, but in a 
local church or school hall. 

During Advent time, too, there was a St 
Nicholas caf6 organised by the pupils of 

NOW OPEN! 
Kelly's Bakery and Tea Room 

is pleased to announce the opening 
of its New Lounge Area. 

The ideal place to 
2l 

meet and grcet friends ( 9 
for Morning Coffee or b 

Afternoon Tea. <2=' 

257 North Deeside Road, Peterculter 
Telephone: 733100 

Classes 8 and 9 which raised & 180 for the 
children rnade homeless by the Typhoon 
in the Philippines and f 10 for homeless 
dogs in Aberdeen. 

In November we received a positive 
report from the Scottish Commission for 
the Regulation of Care following their 
inspection at the end of the previous term. 
You can read the report by accessing their 
website www.carecommission.con~ or 
from us by contacting the central office. 
While you are accessing the internet. you 
may like to look up our revamped 
Schools' website at www.crss.org.uk 

Looking forward to seeing you at the 
Spring Fayre on Sunday 25th March. 

Laurence Alfred 

CULTER 

LIGHTS 

THE Culter Christmas Lights "Switch 
On" Event on Saturday 25th November 
2006 seems like a distant memory with 
the cold weather now reminding us that 

winter is certainly here. However. the 
Street Lighting Features located along 
North Deeside Road certainly brightened 
up Peterculter o\.er the Festive Period 
with many people far and wide 
commenting on how well the people of 
Peterculter had pulled together to provide 
such a display. 

Generous donations were received from 
local residents. businesses, Councillor 
Pam McDonald and also grants from 
Culter Gala. Culter Comrnunity Council 
and Aberdeen City Council  
(Neighbourhood Community Planning), 

to enable the light 

v4- features to be 

An official 'Switch 
On' ceremony was 
held in the Village 
Hall  on Saturday 
25th November 

- '  where residents 
enjoyed a glass of mulled wine and a 
mince pie (which went down very well) 
whilst listening to the superb  BB 
Centenary Band play Christmas carols. 
Santa also made an appearance for the 
children who certainly enjoycd the games 
that were provided. The compere for the 



3 19 North Deeside Road 
PETERCULTER AB14 OUL 
TEL: 0 1  224 733773 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday - Saturday: 4.00pm - 10.30pm 

1 Sunday: 4.00pm - 9.00pm 

the Countdown to the lights "Switch On" 
began. Everyone who attended 
thoroughly enjoyed the event and 
hopefully next year we will have a bigger 
and better display. 

PILATES CLASSES 
I 1 

SOLVEIC DAHLE SMITH 
Cert. Pilates Inst. ,*PI 

Experienced musculoskeletal physiotherapist 

We are aiming to raise enough funds to 

Suits all ages and fitness levels 
Small Classes 

PETERCULTER SPORTS CENTRE 
hlonda! & Tuesday afternoons 

Kednesday 8, Thursday eienings 

provide features to "fill the gap" between 
the features at the East End of the Village 
and those located between the Richmond 
Arms and the Barbers Pole. This year 
we are starting our fundraising earlier so 
if you are interested in giving a donation 
or sponsoring a feature, 1 would be 
delighted to hear from you. 

James Farquhar 
Clllter Christmas Lights 

Call 01224 861421 for details 
THE DEESIDE 

event was Kenny Luke, Events Officer at CHORISTERS 
Aberdeen City Council. who made sure 
the schedule ran like clockwork. 

CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES 

We also were delighted that David Carry. 
the Commonwealth Games double gold WE returned to St Mary's, Blairs on 9th 
medal champion. took time out from his December for our Choir Carol Service 
busy schedule by coming along on the day this time reverting to the Christmas Nine 
to officially switch on the lights and meet Lessons format (last year was an Advent 

the local residents. There was certainly a Carol Service with seven readings). We 
real "buzz" inside and outside the Hall as are most grateful to 

* Deacon Peter MacDonald and the 

authorities at Blairs for allowing us to sing 
in their magnificent building, formerly a 
seminary chapel. 
* Also to our Chaplain, Canon Isaac 
Poobalan, for leading us in worship and 
* Mr George Chittenden. Assistant 
Organist. St Andrew's Cathedral, in 
accompanying the choir on the splendid 
nine organ. 
L .  " 

The theme gpi;sz: ...,.. ,~. *..'',~. P...l ...~.. . .. . . . . 
of the 28JX ,.,. ('. ,,... ,,,,.. ..,,.. ..... service was ...~. 
carols from 
around the 
world and 
i n c l u d e d  
pieces from 
Spain. Nigeria, Estonia and the Czech 
Republic. 
The charity collection that evening 
amounted to f 198 and went to the Royal 
National Institute for the Deaf (Scotland). 

CAROL SINGING and BAGPACKING 
On Wednesday 20th December, for the 
third year running. the whole choir, family 
members and friends. sang and hag- 
packed at Sainsbury's. Garthdee, for over 
three hours. The youngest participant was 
seven years old, the oldest eighty five! It 
was great fun with some rivalry between 
the tills and the singers. The Choir fund 
benefited to the sum of £644-50: a 
marvellous effort and a very welcome top- 
up to our somewhat depleted funds. 

INTRODUCING MR GORDON JACK 
At the end of October. the Choir  
Committee unanimously approved the 
appointment of Mr Gordon Jack as our 
new Musical Director. Mr Jack brings 
with him a wealth of experience in the 
field of Choral Singing. He is currently 
Musical Director of Aberdeen Bach 
Choir. Gordon is a baritone, music 
educator and choral conductor. He studied 
trumpet and singing at the RSAMD and 
has performed with many instrumental 
and vocal groups. He resides in Kintore 
with his wife (the soprano and singing 
teacher, Gillian Jack) and their two young 
children, Fiona and Stuart. 

MR NEIL CATHMOlR 
At the end of the Blairs Carol Service, 
the Choir Chairman made a presentation 
to Neil. This was to thank him for his 
important contribution to the Deeside 
Choristers over many years but especially 
the last four, when after returning to 
Scotland, he firstly supported Malcol~n 



Love as Associate Director and then took 
on the mantle of Musical Director until 
employment changes forced him to step 
down towards the end of 2006. We thank 
Neil for all that he has done and for his 
continued support of the choir when 
returning to his home in Forfar. We wish 
to thank Mrs Alexandra Cathmoir for her 
significant support throughout Neil's 
Directorship. 

Forthcoming Engagements 
SATURDAY March 17th Lenten Images, 
St John's Aberdeen 7pm 
SUNDAY March 25th St Machar 's  
Cathedral, Aberdeen 6pm 
SUNDAY 6th May Festal Evensong at St 
John's. Aberdeen 6 30pm 
Prospect~ve recru~ts should contact our 
secretary, Mr\ Nancy Paul, Tel (01224) 
741 378. 

CLILTER SCHOOL 

OBVIOUSLY those who have children 
attending Culter School will know that 
Mrs Jayne Glover has left to take over at 
Kingwells Primary School. This is a 
passage from Mrs Glover's letter in the 
January School News. "On rcifl~trtior~, 
tlrrrir~g rrry tinze crt C ~ ~ l t e r  I I?ave /lad tllp 
n p p o r t u n i f ~ .  fu ri,nr-k \\,if11 mnny 
wondetfkl, coring stuJf; prrl,ils, pnrerzts, 
members (?f'tllp cornmllnity ~ ~ n d  nllrnerolls 
agencies, all of ~vhorn ha~ ,e  S / ? O M ~ I Z   rid 
tlenzon.strcrted tr-~~nzrrltio~rs slqJport. I htrve 
a1,t~ry.s mun~c.II~cl at the 'vi[[ageficl'  oj  
a city school urzd tlle positive, crltlllr.ciastic 
cnmrnrlnity .spirit. 1 thank  or^ rrll ,fi)r 
~lllowirlg me to he U I Z  integrcrl port qfyo~rr 
o~rnmunity,for tl?i.r chapter irl my life ant1 
career; the experiencps urld menrorie.~ 1 
will crIwuysfi~nd1y cherislz. 

1 would like to hid yo11 011 muclz Jut.c.e.t.7, 
good henlfh and hr/ppirle.v,s irz fhcfifirfu)-e. " 

Jayne Glover 

CULTER VILLAGE 
HALL NEWS 

ON behalf of CDCA 1 would like to thank 
committee member5 Pam McBain and 
Karen Paterson for organising last year's 
Hogmanay party held at the village hall. 
It was a great success and raised a lot of 
money for hall funds. We hope to hold 

CARDS & GIFTS 
Extensive range of cards, wrap. 

balloons. banners & other gift stationary 
inc. handmade cards made to  order. 

PLUS gift ideas to  suit all 'pockets' 
from the everyday to the unusual! 

Discover the delights of our w e e  shop at 

7 Scott Skinner Square. Posties Walk 
Banchory Tel:: 01 330 825055 

Mon-Fri 10.3Bl7.30 Sat 10.30-16.30 

another one this year. Please look out in 
the November edition of the Courier for 
details. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU OWN 
THE VILLAGE HALL? 
IT IS NOT A COUNCIL-RUN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

The annual AGM of the village hall will 
be held on Monday 26th March at 8pm 
in the main hall. This meeting is open to 
all residents of Peterculter and we urge 
you to attend. especially if you are a 
representative of one ofthe groups which 
uses the hall. Each and every one of us 
Culter residents has a stake in what 

I Let me give your 
garden the personal, 
professional touch. 

Professional garden design 
in Aberdeenshire and Deeside 

Club and The Richmond Arms for the 
donations they have recently made to the who kept us smiling over the weeks 
hall. 1 should also mention Rosalind leading up to Christmas in his turkey 
Nightingale Bruce who organised a costume and kept us guessing about his 
successfi~l pampering evening last year, weight! Without the donations and fund 
and the "ChristmasTurkey Postie" weight raising activities the hall would struggle 
competition. Our thanks to Ricky Will to sur\rive. 



in boxes to prepare for the refurbishment 
of the centre. 

Our vision is to equip our pupils with the achievements, 
confidence and skills they will need for later life. 

Robert Gordon's College offers a w~de and r~ch  curr~culum and the 

h~ghest acadern~c standards. along w~th  unr~valled opportunltles 
In the arts. sports and extra-curr~cular actlvltles 

Our pupls' success IS founded on a strong sense of who they are. 
what they are capable of and what ~t feels lhke to be part of a 

happy and purposeful school cornrnun~ty 

Tel 01 224 646346 
www.rgc.aberdeen.sch.uk 

ROBERT GORDON'S 
COLLEGE 

ALAN J. SANGSTER 
FAREVIEW GARAGE 

DRLlMOAK 
FOR ALL YOUR 

MOTORING NEEDS 

SERVICING BRAKES 
MOTS EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES REPAIRS 

LATEST BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 

CAR UNDER WARRANTY? 

WE CAN SERVlCE YOUR CAR 
AT A FRACTlON OF 

MAIN DEALER PRICE - 
WITHOUT AFFECTING 

YOUR WARRAlUTY 

Tel: 01224 733662 
Mobile: 07976 962465 

1 MILE FROM CULTER. TURN R[GHT AT 
GARLOGlE JUNCTION 

WE ARE NEXT TO 
JACKIESHILLOCK TRAINING CENTRE 

Culter Village hall. Please keep your eye 
on the notice boards for further 
information. 
We would also like to point out that 
contrary to an article which appeared in 
The Piper in early December 2006, 
Aberdeen City Council has never offered 
to take over the running of the hall and 
has no interest in doing so. 
All hall activities are now back to normal 
after the Christmas break. but don't forget, 
if you want to book the hall for your 
function, please call Alison on 73437 1. 
We offer very competitive hourly rates for 
community based activities, as we only 
aim to cover our running costs. We also 
have had weddings, ceilidhs, birthday 
parties, sales of work, roller discos and 
many other functions. However we do 
not cater for teenage parties or 18thI 2 1 st 
birthday parties. 

Susan Chappell-Smith 
President. 

ST PETER'S 

'This year Culter Village Hall celebrates HERITAGE TRUST 
its 60th Anniversary and we plan to 
commemorate this with a celebratory THEPastthreemonthsoftheHeritage 

supper dance on Saturday 17th March. have been very different from 

l-here will be dancing to live ~i~ ~~~d previous years. The Heritage Centre 

sound and a two course supper. l-ickets closed at the end of December and all the 

priced £10 will soon be available from exhibits were cleared and packed away 

During January and February all but one 
of the pews on the ground tloor area have 
been removed which has created a much 
larger and versatile area for the displaying 
of exhibits. New flooring has been 
installed over the old aisles, which, when 
completed. will allow the centre to be 
much more accessible for people with 
impaired mobility. During March new 
heating is being installed and finally the 
whole bottom floor area will be carpeted. 
The costs for all this work are being met 
from Trust Funds - we receive no grants 
from Aberdeen City Council 

It is hoped that all the work will be 
completed by the end of March to allow 
the Centre to reopen; more information 
will be circulated nearer the time. We 
anticipate that the improvements will 
make the Centre an even more interesting 
place to visit. 

The Trust will have a number of pews 
available for sale at the price of £200 each. 
They can be made up to specific 
requirements e.g. 3ft, 4ft length. If you 
would like to have a permanent memory 
of the former St Peter's Church, contact 
Jim Skinner Tel01224 733945. 

Heritage Teas will resume again on 
Saturday 31st March from 2-4pm and 
thereafter on Saturdays and Sundays. We 
look forward to welcoming back all our 
regulars and hopefully people who have 
yet to sample the delicious afternoon teas. 

Over the winter months, the Heritage Hall 
continues to be used by a variety of 
community groups. Currently Monday 
evening is free as are a number of times 
during daytime hours. For more 
information contact John Troup 0 1224 
732701. 

The Hall i, n l ~ o  available for private 
function.\. 

The traditional music group, Scotch 
Broth. who meet on Sunday evenings 
would welcome anyone with an interest 
in playing music to join them. 

The Heritage Trust is always pleased to 
receive items which have Culter interest 
or connections - the Centre is unique in 
Aberdeen as it is the only community 






























